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SUMMARY
We're inviting our Life Groups Leaders to play an integral role in our Year in the Bible by

aligning their weekly gatherings with our church-wide reading plan. This alignment will not
only increase engagement with the plan, but—more importantly—deepen biblical literacy
across our church. To support our leaders in this effort, we've created weekly Leader
Guides that include discussion questions, commentary insights, and practical teaching tips.
Whether your group is Community, Discussion, or Traditional in format, these guides are
designed to serve as a helpful and flexible resource.

Format of the Year in the Bible Leader Guides

Our Leader Guides will be sent to Life Group Leaders in monthly packets by the twentieth
of the preceding month. Each weekly guide contains five sections, outlined below. Leaders
are welcome to walk their group through the guide step by step or to pick and choose the
sections that will be most helpful for their group, as we trust that our leaders know their
groups best. We've also provided recommendations later on based on group type to serve
as a helpful starting point.

1. Create Interest

We'll kick off each guide with a thoughtful opening question designed to help your group
engage and generate interest in the Scripture passage being covered. We've found that
beginning with simple, personal questions—ones everyone can answer—helps build
participation, comfort, and momentum for deeper discussion.

2. Study the Bible

The core of the Leader Guide is the weekly Scripture reading, broken into smaller sections
with discussion questions and a few simple activities. Community Group leaders may
choose to dive deeply into one section, while Discussion Group leaders may be able to
cover the entire passage. Traditional Life Group leaders can use this section to help
structure their teaching time.

3. Connect to Christ (Apply God’s Word)

Every story in the Bible points to Jesus Christ, and as leaders, it is our responsibility to help
our members discover how. We also have the opportunity to show how each passage of
Scripture applies to our lives today. Because of its importance, we're asking every group to
integrate this section in some way each week.

4. Pray Together

Prayer draws our hearts to God and to one another, so regardless of group type, size, age,
or stage, we're asking that every group set aside time each week to pray together.

5. Commentary

For those who want to learn more, this will take excerpted and slightly adapted material
from The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006)



RECOMMENDATIONS

Given the three distinct and valuable types of Life Groups at Central, we wanted to offer
recommendations for how each might get the most out of the Leader Guide. We trust you
to discern what your group needs and are here to support you along the way.

Community Groups
Time Allotment
e 10 mins - The Bible: Provide an overview of a passage and how it Connects to Christ.
e 40 mins - People: Engage through your normal weekly rhythms.
e 10 mins - Prayer: Lift up concerns and praises shared during the group.
Preparation Tips
e Pray, asking the Spirit to guide you as you prepare and read the Leader Guide.
e Decide which passage of Scripture is most relevant to your group and its Connect to
Christ, creating a concise overview of any needed context.
e Adapt or add to your weekly community questions to incorporate the Connect to
Christ section.
Discussion Groups
Time Allotment
e 10 mins - People: Open conversation or discussion over a question, high/low, etc.
e 40 mins - The Bible: Discuss the passage and its Connect to Christ.
e 70 mins - Prayer: Invite members to share personal requests and praises.
Preparation Tips
e Pray, asking the Spirit to guide you as you prepare and read the Leader Guide.
e Decide which sections or activities may be skipped due to time constraints and
create an overview for those portions.
e Use strategic questions to lead your group into the Connect to Christ section.
Traditional Groups
Time Allotment
e 20 mins - People: Weekly catch-up and social interactions.
e 30 mins - The Bible: Teach the passage, revealing its Connection to Christ.
e 10 mins - Prayer: Provide space for those who want to share requests and pray.
Preparation Tips
e Pray, asking the Spirit to guide you as you prepare and read the Leader Guide.
e Consider following the same passage breakdown as the guide, and incorporate
questions either rhetorically or literally, depending on the needs of your group.
e Inyour application, show how we might trust in God's grace—not our works—for
salvation and sanctification revealing the Connection to Christ.
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WORDS REVEAL THE HEART: James 3

The Point: The tongue has great power, so believers must pursue wisdom that produces
self control, peace, and righteousness.

The Purpose: Be reminded to take your words seriously, seek wisdom from above, and let
your speech reflect a transformed heart.

Christ Connection: Jesus is the perfectly wise and righteous one whose words give life,
expose the heart, and lead his people in the way of peace.

CREATE INTEREST

Question: What is one moment when words changed a situation for better or worse
almost immediately?

Words often seem small until they are spoken. Then their effect can spread quickly,
shaping relationships, trust, and direction in ways that are hard to reverse.

Transition to the Study

James 3 is direct and memorable because it deals with something every person uses every
day: speech. James warns that the tongue is small but powerful, difficult to tame, and
capable of both blessing and harm. He then contrasts earthly wisdom with wisdom from
above, showing that words are connected to the deeper condition of the heart. As your
group studies this chapter, help them move past surface level agreement. Most people
already know words matter. James wants believers to recognize that speech is a spiritual
issue that reveals the kind of wisdom guiding their lives.

STUDY THE BIBLE

James 3:1-6

Read Aloud: Have someone read James 3:1-6.

Discussion: Why does James begin by addressing teachers?

Teachers use words in weighty ways and will be judged more strictly. The opening reminds
the church that speech carries influence and accountability.

What images does James use to describe the tongue?
He compares it to a bit, a rudder, and a small fire. Each image shows how something small
can direct or damage something much larger.



What do these verses produce in you? What impact do they have on you?
Humility and caution. James is not inviting silence out of fear, but sober awareness that
words can steer lives toward either help or harm.

Teaching Tip: Make It Personal, Not Abstract
James 3 becomes easier to discuss at a distance than to apply up close. Keep bringing the group
back to daily conversations, habits, tone, and patterns of speech.

James 3:7-12

Read Aloud: Have someone read aloud James 3:7-12.

Discussion: What contradiction does James expose in these verses?

The same mouth blesses God and curses people made in his likeness. James shows that
inconsistent speech reveals a deeper inconsistency in the heart.

Why does James use examples from nature?
A spring, fig tree, or vine naturally produces according to its nature. His point is that speech
flows from what is within, not from random accidents.

How do these verses challenge you?
It presses them to examine whether worship on Sunday and speech through the week are
telling the same story about what rules the heart.

James 3:13-18

Read Aloud: Have someone read James 3:13-18.

Discussion: How does James distinguish earthly wisdom from wisdom from above?
Earthly wisdom is marked by envy and selfish ambition, while wisdom from above is pure,
peace loving, gentle, compliant, merciful, and full of good fruit.

Why connect wisdom to conduct instead of mere knowledge?
Because biblical wisdom is seen in a life shaped by humility and righteousness. It is not
proven by impressive words alone.



What would it look like this week for you to pursue peace in a way shaped by wisdom
from above?

It sows peace and yields righteousness. Godly wisdom does not fuel chaos. It cultivates
relationships and communities shaped by peace.

CONNECT TO CHRIST (APPLY GOD’S WORD)

Discussion: How does our passage this week point to Jesus?

It points to Jesus as the truly wise one whose words are always righteous, healing, and true.
He exposes what is in the heart and gives grace that transforms how his people speak and
live.

Connect to Christ: James 3 points to Jesus by exposing the gap between human
speech and divine wisdom. No one has used words with perfect truth, purity, and
love except Christ. His teaching never manipulated, flattered, or wounded
unrighteously. He spoke with authority, grace, and piercing honesty, and his words
brought life to the weary and conviction to the proud. More than that, Jesus
addresses the deeper problem James uncovers. He transforms hearts. Because he is
the wise and righteous Savior, believers are not left merely trying harder to control
their speech. They are invited to receive his wisdom and be remade from within.

Application: Choose one of the following ways to apply the study to your life this
week:
Pause during a difficult situation and ask whether your words will heal, inflame, or
reveal selfish ambition.
Confess one speech pattern that has become harmful, such as sarcasm, gossip,
complaining, or harshness, and seek God's help to change it.
Pursue wisdom from above by praying through James 3:17 each day and asking God
to grow those qualities in you.

PRAYER TIME
Ask group members to share prayer needs. Close by thanking God for the wisdom of Christ
and asking him to make your group's words pure, gentle, and life giving.



COMMENTARY
The New American Commentary, Dr. Ray Clendennen, General Editor
Broadman and Holman Publishers, Nashville, TN

Book Chapter Background

James 3 sits at the center of the letter's concern with genuine, undivided faith by exposing
how words reveal the heart and the kind of wisdom ruling a life. James was confronting
false claims, self deception, and relational conflict in scattered churches, where some
wanted influence as teachers without the maturity and restraint that role required. He
begins by warning that teachers will be judged more strictly, then widens the focus to show
that everyone stumbles in speech and that the tongue, though small, can steer a life like a
bit, a rudder, or a spark that ignites a forest fire. The tongue proves human inability to self
tame and exposes a deep contradiction when believers bless the Lord yet curse people
made in his likeness. In the second half of the chapter, James turns from the tongue to its
source, contrasting earthly, unspiritual, demonic wisdom marked by envy, selfish ambition,
and disorder with wisdom from above that is pure, peace loving, gentle, compliant,
merciful, fruitful, impartial, and sincere, producing a harvest of righteousness where
peacemakers sow peace.

Verse by Verse Summary

3:1 James begins with a sober warning to teachers because speech in the church carries
great responsibility and stricter accountability. Teaching is not casual influence but a
weighty calling that demands humility, careful handling of Scripture, and self-awareness
about the danger of self-deception. The verse reminds believers that those who instruct
others will be judged with greater severity, so the desire to teach should be joined to
reverence, maturity, and submission to God. James is not creating a double standard, but
highlighting the seriousness of public words and the need for leaders to speak with
integrity.

3:2 James broadens the warning by reminding readers that everyone stumbles in many
ways, especially in speech. If a person can control what he says, that person demonstrates
mature spiritual self-control and the ability to direct the whole life well. The tongue is
treated as a key indicator of inner maturity because words reveal what rules the heart. This
verse does not promote silence, but it does call believers to sober reflection, since
controlled speech often marks a life growing in wisdom and obedience.



3:3 The bit in a horse’s mouth shows how a small instrument can direct a powerful animal.
James uses the image to show that speech, though small, can shape the direction of a
person’s entire life. The point is not merely restraint but guidance, since the tongue can
steer actions toward either blessing or harm. In the same way a rider guides a horse,
wisdom should guide speech so that the whole self moves in a good and useful direction.

3:4 The ship and rudder image makes the same point from another angle. A large vessel
can be driven by strong winds, yet a small rudder determines its course. James uses this
illustration to show that speech is tiny compared to the whole person, yet it has outsized
influence over direction and outcome. The verse presses believers to see that words are
not minor accessories to life, but instruments that can guide conduct and shape the path of
a person’s journey.

3:5 James now makes the warning sharper by comparing the tongue to a small fire that can
ignite a great forest. Speech may look insignificant, but its effects can spread rapidly and
destroy far more than expected. Boasting is especially dangerous because the tongue often
exaggerates its own power while concealing its destructive reach. The image teaches that
careless words can set relationships, reputations, and communities on fire, so believers
must treat speech with caution and seriousness.

3:6 This verse intensifies the warning by saying the tongue is a fire, a world of evil, and a
force that corrupts the whole person. James presents destructive speech as something that
not only damages others but also defiles the speaker’s entire life and direction. The phrase
set on fire by hell shows that corrupt speech is not spiritually neutral, but tied to deep evil.
The tongue can spread poison through a life, revealing how closely speech and the
condition of the heart are connected.

3:7 James contrasts the tongue with the human ability to tame animals, birds, reptiles, and
sea creatures. Humanity has been given remarkable control over the natural world, yet this
verse highlights the tongue as the one creature-like force that resists mastery. The point is
not to celebrate human power, but to show its limits. Even with civilization, skill, and
discipline, people cannot tame speech apart from God's help and the application of divine
wisdom.

3:8 The tongue is called a restless evil full of deadly poison because it constantly tends
toward harm when left unchecked. James uses especially strong language to show that
speech can wound, corrupt, and poison relationships. The verse does not mean every act



of speaking is evil, since the same tongue can also praise God. Rather, it warns that the
tongue is unstable and dangerous, and human effort alone is not enough to bring it into
full submission.

3:9 James exposes a deep contradiction: the same mouth can bless the Lord and curse
people made in God’s likeness. That inconsistency reveals a divided heart, because to
dishonor people is to dishonor the God whose image they bear. Speech toward God and
speech toward others should not be separated, since both rise from the same inner
source. This verse calls believers to remember that worship and treatment of others belong
together in a faithful life.

3:10 James says plainly that blessing and cursing should not come from the same mouth.
His rebuke is pastoral, but it is also direct, because such mixed speech contradicts the
believer's identity. The verse presses readers to examine whether their praise of God is
matched by their treatment of others. If the same voice can worship and wound, then the
heart behind the voice needs serious renewal and alignment with God's ways.

3:11 The spring image shows that a source normally produces one kind of water, not two
opposing kinds. James uses the analogy to say that speech reveals what is in the heart, just
as a spring reveals its nature by what flows from it. A fresh spring does not produce salt
water, and a salty spring cannot produce fresh water. In the same way, a heart shaped by
God should not produce both blessing and curse as a normal pattern.

3:12 James uses fruit trees and vines to reinforce the principle of consistency. A fig tree
should bear figs, and a grapevine should bear grapes, because living things produce
according to their nature. The point is that speech should match the identity of the one
speaking. Believers who belong to God should not live with a constant contradiction
between the fruit of their lips and the fruit of their lives.

3:13 James asks who among them is wise and understanding, then answers that true
wisdom is shown in good conduct done with humility. Wisdom is not proven by impressive
claims or clever speech, but by a life that reflects meekness and obedience. The verse shifts
the focus from words alone to the character beneath words. Genuine wisdom produces
visible goodness, and that goodness is marked by humility rather than self-promotion.

3:14 Bitter envy and selfish ambition reveal a wisdom that is false, corrupt, and rooted in
the wrong source. James warns that these attitudes distort the heart and then show up in



speech and conduct. Boasting in such a condition is lying against the truth because it
pretends to wisdom while serving self. This verse identifies inner rivalry as a spiritual
problem, not just a relational one, and it exposes the heart's hidden desire to elevate self
over others.

3:15 James says that this kind of wisdom is not from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, and
demonic. The verse draws a stark line between God’s wisdom and the counterfeit wisdom
that comes from human pride and selfish desire. Earthly wisdom is limited by temporal
concerns, while spiritual wisdom is shaped by God’s will. James is warning the church that
not all cleverness is holy, and not all religious speech is guided by God.

3:16 Where envy and selfish ambition rule, disorder and every evil practice follow. James
shows that bad motives do not stay internal, but spill into communities through conflict
and corruption. The verse explains that spiritual chaos often grows out of inward rivalry.
When people seek status and control instead of peace and humility, the result is instability,
division, and a wide range of destructive behavior.

3:17 Wisdom from above is marked by purity, peace, gentleness, willingness to yield,
mercy, good fruit, impartiality, and sincerity. James gives a rich picture of the kind of life
God produces when wisdom shapes the heart. This wisdom does not manipulate or
compete, but builds peace and bears good fruit. The verse gives believers a clear standard
for evaluating their words and actions, since true wisdom sounds and looks like the
character of God.

3:18 James ends with the image of peacemakers sowing peace and reaping righteousness.
The picture is agricultural and hopeful, showing that peace is not passive but fruitful and
productive. Those who live by wisdom from above do not stir up conflict, but plant
conditions that lead to a righteous harvest. The verse closes the chapter by showing that
godly speech and conduct create environments where righteousness can grow.
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CONTEND AND KEEP WATCH: Jude

The Point: Believers must contend for the faith, reject false teaching, and remain in God's
love with mercy and discernment.

The Purpose: Be encouraged to stand firm in truth, grow in spiritual discernment, and care
wisely for others in a confused and compromised world.

Christ Connection: Jude calls believers to hold fast to Jesus Christ, the sovereign Lord who
keeps his people and will return in judgment and mercy.

CREATE INTEREST

Question: When has protecting something valuable required more vigilance than you
expected?

People usually understand the need for protection once something important is
threatened. What is treasured must often be guarded with both courage and care.

Transition to the Study

Jude is short, urgent, and intensely relevant. He wanted to write about the shared salvation
of believers, but instead felt compelled to urge the church to contend for the faith because
false teachers had slipped in unnoticed. The letter combines warning, vivid imagery, and
pastoral instruction, ending with both a charge to persevere and a beautiful reminder that
God is able to keep his people. As your group studies Jude, help them see that contending
for the faith is not argumentative for its own sake. It is an act of love for truth, holiness, and
the spiritual good of others.

STUDY THE BIBLE

Jude 1:1-7

Read Aloud: Have someone read Jude 1:1-7.

Discussion: Why does Jude say believers must contend for the faith?

Because false teachers have entered quietly and are twisting grace into permission for
ungodliness. Truth must be guarded when it is being distorted.

What tone does Jude strike in these opening verses?
He combines affection and urgency. The church is loved and kept by God, yet it must still
respond seriously to spiritual danger.



Why does Jude include examples of past judgment?
He reminds readers that privilege does not cancel accountability. God has acted before
against unbelief and rebellion, so the church should not treat falsehood lightly.

Teaching Tip: Keep Urgency Pastoral
Jude is strong, but it should not produce panic or a combative spirit. Help the group feel both the
seriousness of error and the steadiness of God's care.

Jude 1:8-16

Read Aloud: Have someone or a few people read Jude 1:8-16.

Discussion: How does Jude describe the false teachers?

He portrays them as arrogant, sensual, unstable, and destructive. His vivid images show
that false teaching is not merely mistaken ideas, but corrupt influence.

What patterns make false teaching especially dangerous?
It often flatters desire, rejects authority, and looks appealing for a time. Jude shows that
spiritual danger can be persuasive before it becomes obvious.

How can we practice discernment without becoming cynical?
We should stay anchored in Scripture, pay attention to both doctrine and character, and
remember that discernment protects love rather than replacing it.

Jude 1:17-25

Read Aloud: Have someone read aloud Jude 1:17-25.

Discussion: What positive commands does Jude give believers?

Remember the apostles' words, build yourselves up in faith, pray in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in God's love, wait for Jesus' mercy, and show mercy to others.

How does Jude balance conviction and compassion?
He calls believers to hate what corrupts while also showing mercy to those affected by
error. Truth and compassion belong together.



How does Jude's closing praise encourage believers to keep trusting God when error
and pressure feel strong?

Because perseverance ultimately rests on God's keeping power. After all the warnings, Jude
ends by fixing the church's confidence on God's ability to guard and present his people
blameless.

CONNECT TO CHRIST (APPLY GOD’S WORD)

Discussion: How does our passage this week point to Jesus?

Jude points to Jesus as the Lord believers must not deny, the merciful one they await, and
the Savior who is able to keep his people from stumbling and present them blameless with
great joy.

Connect to Christ: Jude points to Jesus by reminding believers that the faith they
defend is centered on him. False teachers are dangerous because they distort grace
and deny the lordship of Christ, but Jesus remains the true and sovereign Lord. He is
also the merciful Savior whose coming believers await and whose power keeps them
steady in the present. The call to contend for the faith is never detached from him.
Christians do not defend abstract ideas alone. They hold fast to the gospel of Jesus
Christ, who judges evil, rescues sinners, and will one day present his people
blameless before his glory with joy.

Application: Choose one of the following ways to apply the study to your life this
week:
Strengthen your discernment this week by reading a portion of Scripture each day
and asking God to sharpen your love for truth.
Show mercy to someone who is struggling spiritually, combining compassion with
clarity instead of choosing one without the other.
Rest in God's keeping power by turning one persistent fear into a specific prayer of
trust this week.

PRAYER TIME
Ask group members to share prayer needs. Close by thanking God that he is able to keep
his people, guard their faith, and bring them home with joy.



COMMENTARY
The New American Commentary, Dr. Ray Clendennen, General Editor
Broadman and Holman Publishers, Nashville, TN

Book Chapter Background

Jude writes a brief yet intense letter calling the church to contend for the faith while resting
in God’s keeping grace. He identifies himself as a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James,
signaling humility and God given authority rather than family privilege. His readers are
those who are called, loved by God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ, so the letter opens
with assurance before warning. Jude's greeting prays that mercy, peace, and love would be
multiplied, preparing them for conflict anchored in God’s character, not human strength.
He explains that false teachers have secretly slipped into the church, twisting grace into
license and denying Jesus as Master through their ungodly lives. Drawing on Old Testament
stories and Jewish traditions, Jude shows that God has always judged such rebellion and
will do so again. Yet he also outlines how believers should respond: building themselves up
in the faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keeping themselves in God's love, and showing wise
mercy to the doubting and endangered. The letter ends with a doxology that lifts eyes
above present turmoil to the only God our Savior, who is able to keep his people from
stumbling and present them blameless with great joy.

Verse by Verse Summary

1:1 Jude identifies himself as a slave of Jesus Christ and brother of James, emphasizing both
humility and God given authority rather than family privilege. Calling himself a slave echoes
OT servants like Moses and David and NT leaders like Paul and Peter. He writes to believers
described as called, loved by God the Father, and kept by Jesus Christ. “Called” means God'’s
effective summons that creates faith, not a mere invitation. “Loved” and “kept” highlight
God's initiating grace and preserving power, assuring threatened believers that the God
who saved them will sustain them.

1:2 Jude’s greeting is spiritually rich rather than formulaic. He prays that mercy, peace, and
love be multiplied to his readers. Mercy speaks to God's compassionate forgiveness, vital in
resisting false teachers and extending compassion to the confused. Peace is needed
because the intruders create division, strife, and unrest. Love must abound because the
opponents are self centered and abuse the love feasts. Though “grace” is not named, mercy
includes gracious favor. Jude subtly affirms a high view of Christ by paralleling God's love
and Jesus’ keeping work, providing raw material for Trinitarian faith.



1:3 Verse 3 states Jude’s purpose. He originally wanted to write a more general letter about
the salvation believers share but felt compelled instead to urge them to contend for the
faith. This likely reflects a change in plan brought on by the sudden rise of false teachers.
“The faith once for all entrusted” refers to the definitive gospel tradition handed down from
the apostles, not evolving doctrine. No supplements or corrections are needed. Guarding
this faith is essential because it defines authentic Christianity and exposes error.

1:4 Verse 4 explains why contending is necessary. Certain men have secretly slipped into
the church, hiding their true character like infiltrators. Their judgment was “written
beforehand,” meaning God long ago foretold the condemnation of such ungodly people.
They pervert God’s grace into license for immorality, especially sexual sin, and thereby deny
Jesus Christ as sovereign Lord, likely by their lifestyle rather than formal doctrine. Their
“godlessness” is living as if God is not there. Jude's coming examples from Israel, angels,
and Sodom will flesh out how God consistently judges such rebellion and guarantee these
intruders will not ultimately triumph.

1:5 Jude reminds his readers, who already know the gospel, of three judgment examples,
beginning with Israel. The Lord saved his people out of Egypt yet later destroyed those who
did not believe. He alludes especially to Numbers 14, where unbelief at Kadesh led to death
in the wilderness. The point is sobering: initial deliverance does not excuse later unbelief.
God's people must persevere in trust. This does not contradict assurance, because Jude
also stresses that the truly called will be kept. Rather, the warning is one means God uses
to preserve genuine believers and reveal false professors.

1:6 The second example is the sinning angels of Genesis 6 as interpreted in Jewish
tradition. These “Watchers” left their proper sphere and abandoned their heavenly dwelling
to engage in sexual relations with human women. Jude says they did not keep their own
domain, so God has now kept them in eternal chains in darkness, awaiting judgment on the
great day. This vivid imprisonment imagery, drawn from texts like 1 Enoch, shows that even
powerful celestial beings do not escape when they transgress God's appointed boundaries.

1:7 The third example is Sodom, Gomorrah, and surrounding cities. They gave themselves
over to sexual immorality. Jewish and biblical tradition also note their pride, injustice, and
inhospitality. Their fiery destruction serves as an example of those who suffer the
punishment of eternal fire. Jude does not imply the false teachers committed identical acts,
but he uses Sodom to show that persistent sexual rebellion ends in terrifying, ruin.



1:8 Jude now applies the examples. In a similar way, the intruders rely on their dreams as
supposed divine authorization while committing three sins: they defile the flesh through
sexual immorality, reject lordship, and blaspheme glories. “Defile the flesh” recalls sexual
sin language. “Reject authority” most likely means denying God or Christ's rule by their
conduct. “Glories” probably refers to angelic beings, likely even evil ones, whom they
presumptuously insult. Dreams, a genuine medium God can use, become their excuse for
antinomian behavior. Jude aligns them with Old Testament false prophets who claimed
dreams while promoting moral delusion.

1:9 To expose their arrogance, Jude contrasts them with Michael the archangel. When
Michael disputed with the devil about Moses’ body, he did not dare pronounce a reviling
judgment against Satan. Instead he said, “The Lord rebuke you,” echoing Zechariah 3.
Michael trusted God's effective rebuke to vindicate Moses rather than relying on his own

authority. The point is that if the highest angel refused to insult the devil, the false teachers
bold slander of spiritual beings is breathtakingly presumptuous.

1:10 The intruders slander what they do not understand, especially unseen spiritual
realities. They presume knowledge of heavenly matters yet lack true comprehension. What
they do understand is instinctive, like unreasoning animals driven by appetites. They are
mastered by physical desires, particularly sexual urges. By following these impulses, they
destroy themselves; the very things they trust become the means of their ruin. Jude links
his terms for slander across verses 8 to 10, showing a pattern of arrogant, ignorant speech
joined to sensual living. Their animal-like existence exposes them as devoid of true spiritual
wisdom and headed for judgment.

1:11 Jude pronounces a prophetic “woe” on the false teachers. He likens them to three OT
figures: they walk in the way of Cain, are swept along by Balaam'’s error for profit, and
perish in Korah's rebellion. Cain exemplifies choosing sin over repentance and being ruled
by envy. Balaam represents greed driven ministry and leading others into immorality for
gain. Korah personifies arrogant rejection of divinely appointed authority. These figures
function as types rather than one to one parallels. By following such paths, the intruders
show themselves destined for the same kind of judgment announced by the woe.

1:12 Jude paints four vivid images for the intruders. They are hidden reefs at love feasts,
unseen dangers that shipwreck unsuspecting believers. They feast without fear,
shamelessly exploiting fellowship meals instead of shepherding the flock. They are clouds
without water driven by wind, promising refreshment but producing none. They are



autumn trees without fruit, twice dead and uprooted, totally barren and beyond hope of
bearing fruit. These mixed metaphors emphasize their spiritual emptiness and threat: they
look like part of the community yet bring only danger, disappointment, and death rather
than nourishment or godly leadership.

1:13 Two more images complete the portrait. The intruders are wild waves of the sea,
foaming up their own shame. Like turbulent surf casting dirty foam on the shore, their lives
leave a residue of disgraceful deeds. They are wandering stars, probably wayward planets,
unreliable guides that drift off course. Their teaching misleads those who follow. For them
the deepest darkness has been reserved forever, echoing the fate of fallen angels. Fire and
darkness together portray the horror of final judgment. Their current restlessness and
moral chaos anticipates the eternal gloom awaiting them unless they repent.

1:14 Jude now cites 1 Enoch to show that the intruders’ judgment was long foreseen.
Enoch, seventh from Adam, prophesied that the Lord would come with countless holy
ones. This depicts a majestic, angel accompanied coming to judge. Jude’s use of 1 Enoch
does not make that book canonical, but he treats this prophecy as a true or fitting witness.
By stressing “about these,” he applies the ancient word directly to his present opponents.
Their situation is not unexpected; they stand in the line of ungodly people already targeted
by God's revealed plan of judgment.

1:15 Enoch’s prophecy highlights universal and focused judgment. The Lord will judge
everyone and convict all the ungodly of every ungodly act done in ungodly ways and every
harsh word spoken against him. The repetition of “ungodly” underscores the depth of their
irreverence. Their works and words will be exposed and condemned. Jude later identifies
his opponents as exactly these ungodly ones. Judgment is not arbitrary; it corresponds to
persistent ungodliness in life and speech. This reinforces that the false teachers’ behavior is
not a minor deviation but places them squarely under a long declared divine sentence.

1:16 Jude finally describes the opponents in everyday terms. They are grumblers and fault
finders, echoing Israel in the wilderness. They follow their own evil desires, living for
cravings rather than God's will. Their mouths boast great things, and they flatter others for
advantage. By calling them “these,” Jude directly applies Enoch’s prophecy to them, showing
their ungodly character is obvious. Their speech and conduct match the earlier doctrinal
and moral charges, confirming that they are not misguided believers but dangerous, self
serving people under judgment.



1:17 Jude turns back to his beloved readers. He urges them to remember the predictions of
the apostles of Jesus Christ. Those leaders had foretold that mockers would arise in the last
days. By recalling apostolic warnings, Jude roots his analysis of the intruders in
authoritative tradition, not mere opinion. The arrival of such people should not shake
believers’ faith but confirm apostolic teaching. Conflict and false teachers are part of the
church’s expected experience until the end. Remembering this prepares believers to
respond with discernment instead of surprise or despair.

1:18 The apostolic prophecy said that “in the last times there will be scoffers who follow
their own ungodly desires.” Jude applies this directly to the present situation. The “last
times” are the current era between Christ’s first and second comings. The false teachers’
mockery and sensual lifestyle fulfill these predictions. Their behavior is not new; it was
anticipated as a recurring pattern in the church age. Believers must recognize such people
by their ungodly cravings and not be seduced by their apparent confidence or charisma.

1:19 Jude summarizes the intruders with another triad. They cause divisions, fracturing the
church rather than building unity. They are “natural” or worldly, meaning they live on a
merely human level. Most crucially, they do not have the Spirit. Lacking the Holy Spirit
shows they are not true believers at all. Their divisive behavior reveals their spiritual
emptiness. In contrast, believers are called to pray in the Holy Spirit and build up the
community. This verse sharply distinguishes the church from the intruders: they belong to
the realm of the flesh, not to God's Spirit filled people.

1:20 Jude now gives positive instruction. Believers, as beloved ones, must build themselves
up on their most holy faith. “Faith” here again means the apostolic gospel and teaching.
Using a building metaphor, Jude urges them to grow in understanding and application of
this doctrinal foundation. They also are to pray in the Holy Spirit, drawing strength and
guidance from God in line with his will. Both practices are means by which they will remain
in God's love. Christian maturity is not automatic; it comes through deepening grasp of the
gospel and Spirit dependent prayer.

1:21 The central command is “keep yourselves in the love of God.” Believers do so by
building on the faith, praying in the Spirit, and waiting expectantly for the mercy of Jesus to
bring them to eternal life. God's love is the sphere in which they are to remain, not
something they earn. They look ahead to Christ's return as the final expression of mercy,
granting them full participation in eternal life. This verse quietly reflects the Trinity: the Holy



Spirit, God the Father's love, and the mercy of the Lord Jesus. Hope, faith, and love
converge in persevering obedience.

1:22 Jude turns to how believers should treat those influenced by false teachers. Some
manuscripts and translations distinguish two or three groups, but the thrust is to show
mercy to doubters. Those wavering under the intruders’ teaching need patient,
compassionate engagement, not harsh condemnation. Mercy here means practical rescue
work informed by truth. Jude balances strong denunciation of the teachers with a gentle
posture toward the unsettled. The goal is restoration and stabilization in the true faith, not
winning arguments for their own sake.

1:23 Others require more urgent action: believers are to “save them, snatching them out of
the fire.” This pictures people on the brink of judgment, needing decisive rescue. Still others
must be shown mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh. This warns
rescuers to guard themselves from moral contamination while helping. Compassion must
be combined with caution. Jude envisions different rescue strategies calibrated to spiritual
danger, always aiming at salvation but mindful of sin’s defiling power.

1:24 Jude closes with a doxology. He attributes ultimate keeping power to God, who is able
to keep believers from stumbling and to present them blameless before his glory with great
joy. This reinforces that perseverance rests finally on God's preserving grace, not human
strength. God will not merely barely save his people; he will bring them into his presence
without fault and with overflowing joy. This hope undergirds Jude's calls to contend and
keep themselves in God's love. Divine preservation and human responsibility work together
in the Christian life.

1:25 The doxology ascribes glory, majesty, power, and authority to the only God, our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now, and forever. This sweeping time frame
stresses God’s eternal sovereignty. Calling God “our Savior” while centering everything
“through Jesus Christ” reflects an integrated view of Father and Son in salvation. The
ascribed attributes answer the letter’'s challenges: God's majesty counters the false
teachers’ arrogance, his power and authority guarantee their judgment and the church'’s
preservation. Jude ends by lifting eyes from present conflict to worship of the eternal,
saving God.
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WISDOM ON DISPLAY: Proverb 31:10-31

The Point: Godly wisdom produces a life of faithful strength, generosity, diligence, and
reverent fear of the Lord.

The Purpose: Admire godly character rightly and pursue a life shaped by wisdom, service,
and the fear of the Lord.

Christ Connection: Proverbs 31:10-31 points beyond human excellence to the wisdom of
God fulfilled in Christ, who forms his people into a faithful and fruitful bride.

CREATE INTEREST

Question: What qualities make a person's life deeply admirable over time, not just
impressive at first glance?

People will likely mention consistency, humility, courage, kindness, reliability, sacrifice, and
integrity. Those qualities usually become clearer over time than in first impressions.

Transition to the Study

Proverbs 31:10-31 is often read narrowly, but it gives a broader portrait of wisdom
embodied in everyday life. The passage celebrates a woman whose reverence for the Lord
shapes her work, speech, leadership, generosity, and care for others. She is not praised for
image management but for durable godliness that blesses her household and community.
As your group studies this poem, help them see more than a checklist or comparison trap.
The text commends the beauty of wisdom formed over time and calls God's people to
honor what he values most.

STUDY THE BIBLE

Proverbs 31:10-17

Read Aloud: Have someone read Proverbs 31:10-17.

Discussion: What opening qualities make this woman stand out?

She is described as deeply valuable, trustworthy, diligent, and wise in the way she manages
work and responsibility. The passage begins with character before achievement. Her
strength is moral before it is practical.

How might these verses challenge the way people measure worth today?

Modern culture often prizes image, visibility, or self promotion, but this passage honors
faithful labor, trustworthiness, and service. Wisdom values substance over appearance.
Godly worth is not built on attention, but on character.



Why does the poem emphasize willing, energetic work so early?

It shows that wisdom is not passive or merely admirable in theory. Godly character
expresses itself through ordinary faithfulness. The passage honors strength that quietly
serves rather than strength that demands recognition.

Teaching Tip: Honor without idealizing

When teaching a passage that can feel intimidating, remind the group that Scripture gives
portraits to inspire wisdom, not impossible standards for comparison. Keep the focus on what
godly character looks like and how grace grows over time.

Proverbs 31:18-27

Read Aloud: Have someone or a few people read Proverbs 31:18-27.

Discussion: What repeated patterns of wisdom appear in these verses?

She works with foresight, serves with strength, cares for her household, and opens her
hands to the needy. Wisdom shows up in both planning and compassion. Competence and
mercy belong together here.

Where do believers need this kind of steady faithfulness in daily life?

It may appear in work, family life, relationships, stewardship, hospitality, or quiet acts of
care that others barely notice. Much of godliness looks ordinary. Faithfulness often grows
in repetitive unseen places.

Why does the poem connect diligence, generosity, and household care so closely?
The passage shows that wisdom is not fragmented. Love of God shapes labor, planning,
compassion, and responsibility together. A wise life blesses others, not just the self.

Proverbs 31:28-31

Read Aloud: Have someone read aloud Proverbs 31:28-31.

Discussion: What is the clearest reason this woman is praised in the closing verses?
She is ultimately praised because she fears the Lord. Her visible fruit matters, but
reverence for God is the root beneath it. The passage ends with worship as the center of
wisdom.



How can the fear of the Lord reshape a believer's goals and definitions of success?
It teaches believers to care more about faithfulness than applause, more about godliness
than charm, and more about eternal fruit than image. Reverence reorders ambition.

Why does the poem end by turning away from charm and beauty?

It exposes how easily people praise what fades while overlooking what lasts. Scripture
redirects admiration toward godly character. What should endure receives the final
emphasis.

CONNECT TO CHRIST (APPLY GOD’S WORD)

Discussion: How does our passage this week point to Jesus?

This passage points to Jesus by showing the beauty of wisdom shaped by the fear of the
Lord, a wisdom fully embodied in him and then formed in his people. He is the truly wise
one, and through union with him his people are made fruitful, faithful, and ready as his
bride.

Connect to Christ: Proverbs 31:10-31 celebrates wisdom made visible through
reverent, fruitful, and others centered living, calling believers to value the kind of
character God forms through faithful obedience over time rather than outward
impressiveness. The passage honors what lasts, especially a life shaped by the fear of
the Lord, and it points beyond one exemplary woman to the beauty of wisdom
fulfilled perfectly in Christ. Jesus is the wisdom of God in person, fully faithful,
strong, compassionate, and fruitful in every good work. He not only embodies all this
passage praises, but also redeems and forms his people by grace to reflect that same
wisdom. As his bride, the church is being prepared in holiness and beauty for him, so
this text is not merely a portrait to admire but a signpost to the wise and faithful
Savior who makes his people fruitful.

Application: Choose one of the following ways to apply the study to your life this
week:
Identify one area of ordinary responsibility and approach it this week as an act of
worship before God rather than mere obligation.
Ask God to grow one lasting trait in you, such as diligence, generosity, wisdom in
speech, or reverence, and pray over it daily.
Encourage someone whose quiet faithfulness often goes unnoticed, and thank God
for the hidden work he is doing through them.



PRAYER TIME
Ask group members to share prayer needs. Close by thanking God for wisdom that begins

with fearing him and for the grace to grow lives marked by faithfulness, strength, and fruit
that honors Christ.



COMMENTARY
The New American Commentary, Dr. Ray Clendennen, General Editor
Broadman and Holman Publishers, Nashville, TN

Book Chapter Background

Proverbs 31 closes the book by gathering its wisdom themes into a single, memorable
portrait of the “woman of valor.” Verses 10 to 31 form an acrostic poem, each line
beginning with a successive Hebrew letter, signaling that this is a complete, A to Z picture of
wise living. The woman is not merely a private homemaker, but an industrious manager,
trader, land buyer, artisan, teacher, and benefactor to the poor, whose work blesses both
household and community. Many interpreters note that she functions as a concrete
embodiment of “woman wisdom” from earlier in Proverbs, bringing to life in one person
the diligence, fear of the Lord, generosity, and foresight the book has commended from the
beginning. In context, the poem serves as the fitting answer to the choice set before the
young man between woman wisdom and woman folly. The chapter also belongs to the
sayings taught by a royal mother to her son, King Lemuel, so this portrait guides men and
women alike: men are to prize and publicly honor such wisdom, and women are invited to
see godly fear, not charm or beauty, as the true measure of excellence.

Verse by Verse Summary

31:10 This opening line presents a noble wife as rare and immensely valuable, more
precious than rubies or any other treasured stone. “Who can find?” does not mean she
cannot be found, but that her worth far exceeds ordinary measures. She is a gift of
surpassing value, not merely for what she does, but for who she is. Her character is the
kind of wealth that cannot be bought, inherited, or manufactured. Proverbs sets the tone
here: wisdom is worth more than outward beauty, social status, or material gain, and a
woman shaped by the fear of the Lord becomes a lasting blessing to everyone around her.

31:11-12 These verses show the deep trust her husband places in her because she is
dependable, wise, and faithful. He does not fear loss or betrayal, but rests in confidence
because her life consistently brings good to the household. Her strength is not only in what
she accomplishes, but in the reliability that makes others flourish. She becomes a continual
source of benefit, adding value through good judgment and steady care. Wisdom here
produces peace in relationships, turning the household into a place of security, stability,
and mutual honor.



31:13 This verse highlights her energetic diligence in the daily work of the home. She
embraces labor with gladness, and her hands take pleasure in what they make, showing
that wise work is purposeful and joyful. In a preindustrial world, spinning and weaving
required steady attention, and faithfulness in these tasks revealed virtue. Her work is not
busywork but meaningful service that blesses her family. She finds satisfaction not in
idleness, but in fruitful effort, so that her disciplined grace turns ordinary labor into an
expression of love and steadfast devotion.

31:14 Here we see her enterprising spirit as she provides for her household with foresight
and initiative. She is not limited to what is already on hand, but trades skillfully to bring in
food and goods her home cannot produce. By this, she enlarges the life of her family and
moves them beyond mere survival. Her wisdom is creative and practical, meeting needs
with thoughtful action. She is a wise steward who sees opportunities and uses them well,
turning ordinary labor into lasting provision for everyone under her care.

31:15 This verse presents her as diligent and attentive from the very start of the day. Rising
before dawn, she demonstrates the opposite of laziness and shows readiness to serve her
household with care. She makes sure that everyone, including the serving girls, receives
what they need, revealing both compassion and oversight. She is not detached from those
under her care, but actively watches over them. Her early rising reflects responsibility and
purpose, as she supervises fairly and keeps her home from drifting into disorder or neglect.

31:16 The focus here is on her sound judgment and initiative. She considers a field
carefully, then buys it, and from the fruit of her work she plants a vineyard. This honors
discernment, business sense, and long term planning. Her choices are not impulsive but
deliberate, showing that wisdom includes practical evaluation. She can recognize value and
act decisively for the good of her household. Thoughtful stewardship is not limited by
gender expectations; she is capable, strategic, and productive, turning wise decisions into
long lasting fruit.

31:17 This line emphasizes her strength and readiness for hard work. To gird her loins with
strength is to prepare herself to labor with energy and resolve. The picture suggests both
physical capability and inner determination. She does not avoid demanding tasks but is
equipped to do them well. Her strength appears in endurance and usefulness rather than
in show. She has the stamina and discipline needed for faithful work, demonstrating that
wisdom here is robust, steadfast, and able to bear real responsibility.



31:18 We see that her work is fruitful enough to continue into the night. She watches over
her trading and ensures that her lamp does not go out, a picture of sustained effort and
alertness. Success does not make her careless, but encourages further diligence. She is not
driven by pride, but by steady commitment to her calling. Her watchfulness, perseverance,
and wise use of time show that she does not waste the opportunities God has given her,
but remains focused and faithful when others might quit.

31:19 This verse returns to her domestic craftsmanship, showing again that she remains
committed to the basic work of spinning and weaving. Her hand on the distaff and fingers
on the spindle reinforce that she is steadfast in ordinary labor, not just in larger ventures. It
closes the section on her industriousness by tying together skill, repetition, and
faithfulness. She does not despise small or routine tasks, but gives herself to them
consistently. Wisdom is measured here by dependable work in everyday life, where hidden
duties still bear lasting fruit.

31:20 Now the focus turns to her generosity. She opens her hands to the poor and reaches
out to the needy, showing that wisdom is never self centered. Her strength and business
skill do not lead to hoarding, but to compassionate giving. Caring for the vulnerable reflects
the heart of God, making generosity a fundamental mark of wisdom. Her open hands
symbolize a life free from greed and filled with mercy. She uses her resources to bless
others, proving that true wisdom sees need and responds with gracious action.

31:21 Here she is unafraid of snow because her household is clothed in scarlet. The point is
not simply color but quality and preparedness. Her foresight ensures that her family is
ready for changing seasons and difficult weather. She does not panic when winter comes
because she has already cared well for the future. Her prudence and responsibility show
that wise management includes planning ahead. Through this careful provision, she
protects her household and replaces anxiety with confidence rooted in thoughtful
preparation.

31:22 This verse shows that her strength does not cancel elegance. She makes coverings
for herself, and her clothing is fine linen and purple, signaling dignity, quality, and
honorable beauty. Beauty and practical wisdom are not treated as enemies. She dresses
with intentionality and taste without becoming vain. Her home and her person reflect order
and excellence that flow from a wise life. Her appearance complements her character, and
even this area is shaped by wisdom that values dignity over display.



31:23 Attention shifts to her husband, who is known and respected in the gates. He sits
among the elders, and his public honor reflects, in part, the strength and stability she
brings to their household. Her faithful life contributes to the respect he receives in the
community. The poem suggests that her influence does not stop at the doorway of the
home. She helps create the conditions in which her husband can serve and lead well. Her
wisdom supports dignity and credibility that extend far beyond private life.

31:24 Here her industriousness produces surplus, not just sufficiency. She makes garments
and sells them, and supplies merchants with sashes, showing that her work has economic
value. She is not only maintaining the home but also contributing meaningfully to the
marketplace. Her labor is efficient and profitable because it is disciplined and skillful. This
woman'’s efforts multiply blessing, turning her talents into provision and advantage for her
family. She does not waste opportunity, but transforms skill into goods that serve both
house and community.

31:25 The clothing of strength and dignity here points to inner character more than outer
style. Because she is robed in these qualities, she laughs at the time to come rather than
fearing it. Her courage does not come from controlling circumstances, but from a settled
heart. The confidence she carries is rooted in wise living and reverent trust, not in comfort
or ease. Her soul is steady because it is anchored in what lasts. When the future is
uncertain, her character, grounded in the fear of the Lord, keeps her from being undone.

31:26 Her speech is another window into her wisdom. She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching on her tongue is marked by kindness and faithfulness. She does not
speak carelessly or harshly. Instead, her words reflect discernment and reliability shaped
by the fear of the Lord. She guides those around her, especially within her household, with
counsel that is both truthful and gracious. Her influence is not only in what she does, but in
what she says, helping to form a home rooted in stability and grace.

31:27 This line summarizes her whole way of life. She watches over the ways of her
household and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her wisdom is intentional and vigilant,
not passive. She pays attention to what happens under her care and gives herself to it
faithfully. The “bread of idleness” vividly pictures laziness as something consumed, but she
refuses that path. Instead, she remains active in responsibility. Her life is marked by
alertness and discipline, governing her home with care so that idleness never rules her
days.



31:28 Now the response of her family comes into view. Her children rise up and call her
blessed, and her husband praises her. Faithful wisdom eventually receives this kind of
recognition. They do not take her labor for granted, but publicly honor what she has done
for them. Their blessing acknowledges her value, not merely offering casual compliments.
Her work has been seen, remembered, and cherished. The fruit of her sacrificial care is a
household that gladly testifies to her worth.

31:29 The praise becomes more specific: many women have done excellently, but she
surpasses them all. This is not empty flattery but a verdict formed by long observation. Her
pattern of wisdom stands out as exceptional among many commendable lives. She is
distinguished by a rare combination of strength, faithfulness, generosity, and insight. The
statement also teaches the reader to measure worth by character rather than by
appearance or status. Those closest to her have watched her life and concluded that her
excellence is truly uncommon.

31:30 Here the poem lifts our eyes beyond external beauty to the deeper foundation of
lasting worth. Charm can mislead, and beauty fades, but a woman who fears the Lord is to
be praised. Physical attractiveness and pleasant manner are not condemned, but shown to
be temporary and insufficient as ultimate reasons for admiration or marriage. The fear of
the Lord, however, is the root of every virtue just described. This verse reorients values
around what endures. Those who are wise learn to prize reverent, godly character above all
else.

31:31 The closing call is to give her the fruit of her hands and let her works praise her in the
gates. Her life deserves public recognition where community judgments are made. Her
value is not meant to remain hidden or underappreciated. She has lived in such a way that
her deeds themselves testify on her behalf. Character and action are tied together; wisdom
produces visible fruit that others can see and benefit from. The poem ends by telling the
community, and the reader, to honor this kind of woman openly and rightly.
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